Current knowledge on pancreaticobiliary reflux in normal pancreaticobiliary junction.
Knowledge on pancreaticobiliary reflux in normal pancreaticobiliary junction and their pathologic implications has experienced tremendous progress during the last few years. This article reviews the current knowledge on this condition and its pathological implications on gallbladder diseases. Many publications with different levels of evidence were found supporting biliary carcinogenesis associated with pancreaticobiliary reflux in normal and abnormal pancreaticobiliary junction. Also, there are many publications supporting the common occurrence of pancreaticobiliary reflux in normal pancreaticobiliary junction, and sphincter of Oddi dysfunction as the most plausible cause of this condition. Although an important body of research has been published regarding pancreaticobiliary reflux in normal pancreaticobiliary junction and their clinical significance, the current evidence does not fully support what has been suggested. The reflux of pancreatic enzymes into the bile tract and gallbladder is a fascinating subject of study which is open to active research. The final demonstration of the pathophysiology and consequences of PBR in NPBL and support by evidence level type I would constitute a major breakthrough in the understanding and eventually in the treatment of gallbladder diseases.